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1. Introduction
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2. Literature Review

2.1 Characteristics of Chinese Folk Songs and Cultural Transmission
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folk music

folk song

2.2 Ethnographic Approaches in the Study of Folk Music (Ethnomusicology)
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2.3 Cultural Narrative through Music
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2.4 Theories of Chinese Music Analysis
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3. Methods 

 

 

Jing, et.al., Resital: Journal of Performing Arts (2024), Vol 26. No. 2 Agustus 2025

https://doi.org/10.24821/resital.v26i2.17192



Page 289

Figure 1. Three-Step Research 
Process (Yang Jing, 2025)
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4. Results

4.1 Musical Characteristics of Pingxian Folk Song

4.1.1 Lyric Structure and Poetic Form
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Figure 2: The <Three-Five= (3.5-
line) Lyrical Structure in the Fuzi 
Type of Pingxian Folk Song.  
(Yang Jing, 2025)
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4.2 Language Use and Vernacular Style
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4.3 Rhythmic Patterns 
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Figure 3: The Use of Paiban for 
Rhythmic Control in a 
Performance of Pingxian Folk 
Music. (Yang Jing, 2025)
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4.4 Vocal Styles and Techniques

Table 1. Rhythmic 
Characteristics of Four Type of 
Pingxiang Folk Song 

Type Rhythmic Structure Tempo Instruments Feature
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4.5 Melodic and Modal Systems
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Figure 4: Melodic Phrase and 
Ornamentation in <Da Lianhua=  
(Yang Jing, 2025)

Jing, et.al., Resital: Journal of Performing Arts (2024), Vol 26. No. 2 Agustus 2025

https://doi.org/10.24821/resital.v26i2.17192



Page 297

o

  

4.2 Cultural Interpretation: Pingxian Folk Song as Ethnic Narrative

 

 

Table 2: Modal Systems and 
Functions in Pingxian Folk Song

Modal Name Number of 
Tones 

Tonal 
Center  

Aesthetic Mood  Usage Context  
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5. Discussions
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5.1 The Role of Musical Form in Cultural Expression

 

 

  

 ''When we strike the Paiban, it's not just about the rhythm we are keeping. The 

sound is to signal that everyone return to the essence of the song, to paying 

reverence to the ancestors, and to the meaning of the ritual.'9
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5.2 Symbolic Narratives and Ethnic Identity

 

 

 <When we sing about Dongbin or herbs and mountains, it serves as a narrative and 

as a way for us to teach our children who we are and what our people believe.=
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5.3 Performance Contexts and Cultural Memory

 

Jing, et.al., Resital: Journal of Performing Arts (2024), Vol 26. No. 2 Agustus 2025

https://doi.org/10.24821/resital.v26i2.17192



Page 303

 <When we sing during the mountain worship festival, it connects us as one. It 

reminds the younger generation of our history and the blessings of our ancestors.=
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6. Conclusions
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