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conclusions. The results of this study indicate that Acehnese

literature is crucial for the development and maintenance of

the cultural identity of the Acehnese people. Traditional

values, religious beliefs, social conventions, and local
wisdom are passed down from generation to generation through various genres of oral
literature, including hikayat (folklore), syair (poetry), panton (performance), and hiem
(folklore). In addition to being a work of art, Acehnese literature facilitates cultural
transmission and identity building. To preserve the continuity of Acehnese cultural identity
in the face of globalization and modernity, education, cultural policies, and the use of digital
media must contribute to the preservation of Acehnese literature.
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INTRODUCTION

Acehnese literature is a form of cultural expression that plays a vital role in the lives

of the Acehnese people. Through various literary genres, both oral and written, such as
hikayat (fairy tales), syair (poetry), panton (panton), and hiem (tribute to folklore), the
Acehnese people express cultural values, social norms, outlooks on life, and local wisdom,
passed down from generation to generation. Literature serves not merely as a medium of
entertainment, but also as a means of education, preaching, and character building.
Literature is not merely an imitation of reality; it is essentially a human creation born of

creativity (Yusalfi et al., 2020).
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In a socio-cultural context, Acehnese literature serves as a medium for shaping the
cultural identity of the Acehnese people. Religious values, customs, social solidarity, and
the spirit of Acehneseness are strongly reflected in Acehnese literary works. Literary works
can be viewed from an artistic and cultural perspective, where art and culture are not only
integral parts of Acehnese identity but also serve as a means of maintaining the continuity
of ancestral values amidst the tide of modernization (Mujiburrahman et al., 2024).

Through literature, communities build a shared understanding of identity, history,
and value systems that distinguish them from other cultural groups. Acehnese literature is
a crucial pillar in maintaining the continuity of Acehnese cultural identity. This is because
this culture has given rise to various social customs, including regional languages, dances,
music, and traditional ceremonies, all of which are the result of cultural elements
(Ramadhan et al., 2024). In addition, Acehnese literature and language can be used as a
means to encourage social harmony and cultural diversity (Munidar, 2024). Thus, the Aceh
government must play an important role in preserving the Acehnese language and
promoting its use in social, educational and cultural environments (Helmi & Sar, 2024).

The findings of this study explain that the development of the times, globalization,
and the dominance of modern popular culture pose serious challenges to the sustainability
of Acehnese literature. The rapid development of globalization and modernization
currently carries a high risk of causing the erosion or even disappearance of local culture
because it is not passed on to the younger generation. Therefore, local wisdom as one of
Indonesia's cultural heritages needs to continue to be passed on to the younger generation
so that the values of environmental conservation and love of nature remain ingrained
(Marpaung & Harahap, 2024). Young people's interest in regional literature is declining,
while the use of the Acehnese language in everyday life is diminishing. This situation has
the potential to weaken Acehnese literature's role as a means of shaping and preserving the
community's cultural identity.

Based on these conditions, an in-depth study of the role of Acehnese literature in
shaping the cultural identity of the Acehnese people is necessary. This research is crucial
for understanding how Acehnese literature contributes to instilling cultural values and the
extent to which its role remains relevant amid ongoing social and cultural changes. The
results of this study are expected to contribute to efforts to preserve Acehnese literature and

strengthen the cultural identity of the Acehnese people today and in the future.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research method uses a qualitative approach with a library research type. The
library research aims to explore in depth several relevant literature regarding cultural
representation and moral values in Acehnese oral folk literature "Acehnese Literature:
Acehnese Cultural Identity." Data sources in this study are from several relevant literature
such as folklore books, hikayat manuscripts, cultural journals, educational journals, and
other websites.

The data collection technique in this research begins with the Identification Stage
(Input), which involves searching databases for relevant literature. This research process is
completed in four methodical steps. The study then proceeds to the Screening Stage (Initial
Screening), where the selection of found literature is carried out using abstracts and titles.
To ensure the data is appropriate, the researcher conducts a thorough text analysis during
the eligibility stage. The process of selecting the final literature that will form the basis of
the study in this research ends with the Inclusion Stage (Final Results). Through the process
of data collection, presentation, reduction, display, and drawing conclusions, the data
analysis technique examines the literature. The data analysis technique analyzes the
literature through the processes of data collection, data presentation, data reduction, data

display, and drawing conclusions.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This research discussion focuses on synthesizing various relevant literature sources
to uncover the role of Acehnese literature in shaping the cultural identity of the Acehnese
people, particularly regarding cultural meaning, moral messages, and the function of oral

literature in social life. The results and discussion are presented as follows:

Acehnese Literature as a Medium for Passing on Cultural Values and Identity
Acehnese literature plays a crucial role as a medium for transmitting the values and
cultural identity of the Acehnese people. Oral literature such as hikayat (fairy tales), syair
(poetry), panton (panton), and hiem (stories) serves not only as entertainment but also as a
means of conveying traditional values, religious teachings, and social norms prevalent in
the community. Through literature, the Acehnese people pass on their outlook on life,
ethics, and local wisdom to the next generation. Local wisdom is knowledge and a way of
life formed through the community's efforts to maintain life, passed down from generation
to generation, and used wisely to solve various life problems (Dewiana et al., 2024). The

Acehnese language is used in literary works as a primary tool in fostering a sense of
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togetherness and collective identity in the community. Thus, Acehnese literature serves as
a cultural bridge connecting the past, present, and future of Acehnese society.

Acehnese literature is an art form that plays an important role in building social
cohesion and togetherness among the Acehnese people and is an effective medium for
maintaining and advancing Acehnese cultural identity (Dhuhri, 2016). Aceh is a region rich
in cultural potential that has been marked by high levels of progress in the past and has
placed itself as a focus of admiration and role model (Nucifera & Hidayat, 2017). Thus,
Acehnese literature plays a crucial role as a marker of cultural identity. Cultural identity
can represent the distinctive values that characterize a region. This demonstrates that
Acehnese literature has become more meaningful and contributes significantly to the lives
of local communities.

The cultural identity highlighted in Acehnese literature reflects the uniqueness of
the region. Furthermore, the cultural values contained within it provide positive meaning
and contribute to the development of individual success. This identity reflects the
uniqueness and strategic value of Acehnese literature, opening up significant opportunities
in the realms of art, dance, and language. Therefore, cultural identity needs to be
understood comprehensively, one of which is through its function as a regional symbol that
emphasizes Aceh's differences from other regions. Efforts to preserve Acehnese literature
require active community support in continuing to use the Acehnese language as a marker
of regional identity, ensuring its continued existence and resistance to erosion by
modernization or the dominance of the national language. Thus, Acehnese literature serves

as a guide to cultural values and a reinforcement of the Acehnese people's identity.

Representation of Cultural Identity in Acehnese Literary Works

The cultural identity of the Acehnese people is strongly represented in various
works of Acehnese literature. The study shows that the use of the Acehnese language,
cultural symbols, and depictions of characters and settings close to the community's lives
reflect Acehnese values. Religious values, respect for customs, social solidarity, and the
harmonious relationship between humans and nature are often central themes in Acehnese
literature. Acehnese literature also showcases the mindset and attitudes of the Acehnese
people, who uphold morals, ethics, and togetherness. This representation strengthens
literature's function as a mirror of cultural identity and as a means of fostering public
awareness of its cultural identity. Acehnese people even have a strong sense of pride in
their own culture, as it is still alive and thriving. For example, Acehnese people still use the

Acehnese language at home and at Acehnese events (Faramita et al., 2024).
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This cultural identity needs to be preserved to become the region's identity.
Therefore, it is crucial to implement the Acehnese language in everyday life. Changes in the
use of the Acehnese language are influenced by various social factors. Although it is still
used in social interactions, the quality of its proficiency is declining. Therefore, educational
strategies and social policies are needed to preserve it and safeguard the cultural identity
of future generations (Izzati et al., 2024). Thus, preserving the Acehnese language is not
merely an effort to maintain a means of communication, but also a means of preserving and

strengthening the cultural identity of the Acehnese people.

Challenges and Relevance of Acehnese Literature in the Formation of Cultural Identity
in the Modern Era
Aceh plays a significant role in cultural identity, thus Acehnese literature faces

various challenges in the modern era. Globalization, modernization, and the dominance of
popular culture have led to a decline in interest in regional literature among the younger
generation. The use of the Acehnese language in everyday life is decreasing, thus
weakening the function of Acehnese literature as a constructor of cultural identity.
However, research results show that Acehnese literature remains relevant as a means of
strengthening cultural identity when adapted to current developments. Therefore, the
importance of a language revitalization strategy through digital media can be an adaptive
solution in facing the threat of shifting the Acehnese language due to the dominance of the
national language and globalization.

Preservation efforts through education, cultural activities, and the use of digital
media are crucial strategies for maintaining the existence of Acehnese literature. With the
right approach, Acehnese literature will not only survive but also contribute sustainably to
shaping and strengthening the cultural identity of the Acehnese people amidst the currents

of social change.

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Based on the results of the literature review, it can be concluded that Acehnese
literature plays a very important role in the formation and strengthening of the cultural
identity of the Acehnese people. Acehnese literature, especially oral literature such as
hikayat, syair, panton, and hiem, serves as a medium for transmitting traditional values,
religious beliefs, social norms, and local wisdom, which are passed down from generation
to generation through the use of the Acehnese language as a marker of collective identity.
The representation of cultural values, Acehnese symbols, and the community's outlook on

life in literary works shows that Acehnese literature functions not only as an aesthetic work,
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but also as a reflection of identity and a means of fostering cultural awareness. Amid the
challenges of globalization and modernization that influence language use and the interests
of the younger generation, Acehnese literature remains relevant when adapted through
education, cultural activities, and the use of digital media. With the support of various
parties, Acehnese literature can continue to contribute to maintaining the sustainability of
the cultural identity of the Acehnese people in the present and the future. It is
recommended that the preservation of Acehnese literature be strengthened through
education, cultural policies, and the use of digital media by involving the community and
the younger generation as an effort to maintain the sustainability of Acehnese cultural

identity.
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