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ABSTRACT

Arabic learning curriculum in the pesantren becomes a dilemma because
learning resources are mainly used in Arabic, so the presence of an
Arabic learning curriculum seems to undermine the ability of students to
use Arabic. This study aimed to describe the responses of students on
the Arabic learning curriculum with its various aspects. This study was
conducted with a quantitative approach and the data collected were on a
Likert scale on 68 people. Based on the results, according to the
students, the Arabic learning curriculum in the pesantren students is not
so important considering that various learning resources have used
Arabic. The role of the Arabic learning curriculum in the pesantren,
especially in the conservative aspect, has been accommodated in the
pesantren cutriculum, while from the creative aspect, students are of the
view that the Arabic learning curriculum has a role to develop creativity,
especially from the communication aspect. On the other hand, the
perception of students towards the Arabic learning curriculum in the
pesantren contains critical values for cultural development in accordance
with the Indonesian character.

Arabic learning curriculum; function; role; student perception
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INTRODUCTION

Curriculum can be interpreted as everything performed and used to realize learning.
The Arabic learning curriculum is regulated in KMA No. 183 of 2019 (Indonesia, 2019)
regarding core competencies, basic competencies of each subject incorporated in the
curriculum of Islamic religious education and Arabic. However, there is a problem on the
position of the Arabic learning curriculum in Madrasas under the auspices of pesantren.

Pesantren as reality in Indonesia have their own curriculum regulated by each head
of pesantren (Falikul Isbah, 2020; Masqon, 2011). The main characteristic of pesantren in
Indonesia is the curriculum incorporated in the kitab kuning (Ritonga, Purnamasari, et al.,
2021; Ritonga et al., 2020). However, the presence of the Arabic learning curriculum is seen
as lowering the level of learning material presented to students, because all subjects in
Islamic boarding schools through the kitab kuning have used Arabic (Nursyamsiyah, 2021;
Basyari et al., 2021). In this case, it can be seen that the requirement for tiered learning
materials is not implemented, while experts emphasize that the gradation of learning
materials is a must (Tajuddin et al., 2019; Dayagbil et al., 2021; Taubah, 2019).

The existence of an Arabic learning curriculum in the pesantren has been widely
studied by academics. Hasan conducted a study on the development of Arabic learning
curriculum in the pesantren, where Arabic learning in the pesantren is developed with a
bottom-up model (Hasan, 2020). Mohamed affirmed that the Arabic learning curriculum
can be designed in accordance with CEFR by compiling the curriculum developed with the
features of the CEFR document Nurcholis et al conducted a study on Arabic learning
curriculum in the pesantren that the pesantren adopting a madrasa curriculum has led to a
less optimal implementation of the pesantren curriculum (Nurcholis et al., 2020).

The above previous studies proved that the existence of an Arabic learning
curriculum as part of the curriculum set in the pesantren cannot be separated from
problems. Academics have not revealed the perception of students in the pesantren on the
non-kitab-kuning Arabic learning curriculum. Therefore, this study aimed to answer the
following questions: 1) how are perceptions of the students on the function of the non-
kitab-kuning Arabic learning curriculum in the pesantren, 2) how are perceptions of the
students on the role of the non-kitab-kuningArabic learning curriculum in pesantren.

There were responses from several students graduated from pesantren with the
statement "Arabic language learning resources in pesantren should rely enough on the
material in the kitab kuning”. This opinion is based on the number of curricula owned by
pesantren, and the implementation of KMA No. 183 of 2019 in pesantren has been
accommodated in the kitab kuning containing figh, Aqidah Akhlak, Islamic Cultural
History, Al-Quran Hadith and Arabic (Ritonga et al., 2020).



\ .I'h. "
¥ 5'4?

W 6 Noprio Rahma Putra

The student statement above motivates researchers to conduct a study in pesantren
in order to obtain initial data from students regarding views on the Arabic learning
curriculum in the midst of the many curricula. Based on the results of interviews, students
generally wanted an Arabic learning curriculum that should be included in the kitab kuning
curriculum (Informants, Interviews; 2021). This is in line with a study by Nurcholis et al on
the problem of integrating the madrasa curriculum with the pesantren curriculum
(Nurcholis et al., 2020).

In accordance with the literature study and the facts occurred as described above,
this study will contribute to the pesantren to conduct a review on the existence of the non-
kitab-kuning Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren. It is believed that this contribution
will be found, because in accordance with the questions described, this study aimed to: 1)
reveal the perceptions of students towards the function of the non-kitab-kuning Arabic
learning curriculum in pesantren, 2) find the perceptions of students on the role of the
non-kitab-kuning Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren.

METHOD

This study was conducted at Pondok Pesantren MTI Batang Kabung on ]I
Adinegoro Batang Kabung Ganting, Koto Tangah Sub-District, Padang City. This
institution was determined as an object because it uses both the pesantren curriculum and
the madrasa curriculum. Another reason is based on initial studies showing some
informants want the Arabic learning curriculum to be accommodated in the kitab kuning
curriculum. This study was conducted from February-December 2021 to complete all series
of studies.

This study used a quantitative approach because it was in accordance with the
purpose of the study to reveal the perception of students and describe it in percentages
(Mat Roni et al., 2020; Creswell, 2012). The number of samples in this study was 68 based
on representatives of the XI and XII-graders respectively. Both classes were chosen as the
population and sample because they already have a lot of knowledge related to Arabic
learning curriculum in pesantren.

Data were collected by distributing questionnaires using a Likert scale, namely agree
and disagree. With this technique, the study material can be described as in table 1 below:

Table 1. Study Material

No  Content Response
A Perception of Students towards The Non-Kitab- Agree Disagree
Kuning Arabic Learning Curriculum

1. Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren in
accordance with national education goals

2. Institutional goals are helped by the existence
of the non-kitab-kuning Arabic learning
curtriculum

3. Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren helps
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in achieving the objectives of the &itab kuning

4. Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren helps
the realization of special skills

5. Kalam skills will increase with the presence of
the non-kitab  kuning  Arabic  learning
curriculum

6. Arabic learning curriculum improves giro'ah
skills

7. Kitabah skills can be improved by the Arabic
learning curriculum

8. Have a goal to enrich knowledge on mufradat

9. Increasing farkib knowledge with the non-
kitab kuning Arabic learning curriculum

10. Arabic  learning curriculum has been

accommodated by the &#ab kuning content

B Perception of Students towards the role of curriculum

1.

The non kitab fkuning Arabic learning
curriculum plays a role in transmitting
Indonesian cultural values

New skills can be achieved through the non-
kitab kuning Arabic learning curriculum

Arabic learning curriculum plays a role in
motivating  students to improve their
understanding of Islam

Play a role in increasing understanding of the
materials contained in the &itab kuning

Learning Arabic helps understanding the
Agidah Akblak material contained in the kitab
kuning

Learning Arabic helps understanding the figh
material contained in the &itab kuning

Learning arabic helps understanding the
material of Islamic Cultural History, Quran
Hadith in the &itab kuning

Arabic learning curriculum has a role in
aspects of the Arabic learning method

The role of the Arabic learning curriculum is
to clarify the learning media used by the
teacher

10.

Play a role in increasing the use of Arabic
books

There were 20 items on the questionnaire distributed to students. The above

questionnaire is based on the results of the trial validation before conducting this study.

Students answered the above questionnaire according to their experience and knowledge

on the position of the Arabic language curriculum in pesantren. The answers were then

analyzed by looking at the percentage of each item and then discussed according to the

data through expert opinion and relevant previous studies.
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The Arabic learning curriculum used at Pondok Pesantren MTT Batang Kabung is
regulated in PMA No. 183 of 2019. In its realization, the curriculum content seems to
overlap with the content on the kitab kuning as the main curriculum in pesantren. Arabic
learning curriculum cannot be separated from the curriculum concept it should be.
Therefore, the aspects to be studied are in accordance with the questionnaire. Based on the
questionnaire distributed, it can be described as in the data below.

Respon Pesernta didik terhadap Tujuan Eunlkulum

70
» . . - » ) i
- - 50
40
. 30
/ — 20
10
L)
* 0
e = . o g X,
{;\\\ \ﬁ"'}\ __\\\'\ _;\-.Q-\. Eﬁ-'&e" ‘}é\ {\"? \5?0 = {({5"
$¢ o Q\-& &\3‘ .@-{i‘ _'-%':.. E.;‘:?* d—'&‘- \@b@ \‘-:P
Y o g o ¥ o e ol
O ﬁq.ﬁ'?‘ & s &
& T & & & et >
& ¢ & & & F & & F &
-3 55 I b e g\-'@- o 3 NS R
& o N N A F e o 2 &
3 o 3 & 3 £ = o G e
g . o Ry 2 e & 2 & o
i & ¢ i & K. & &
w3 & & g s

— A 0T o0 =@ [ 5a0TEE
Figure 1. Perception of Students towards the purpose of Arabic Learning Curriculum

Based on Figure 1, students in Islamic boarding schools viewed the purpose of the
non-kitab-kuning Arabic learning curriculum in accordance with national education goals,
but institutionally, the existence of that curriculum does not support the goals of pesantren.
In this case, it can be seen the response of students that the purpose of the kitab kuning
does not get support from the existence of an Arabic learning curriculum.

In language skill goals, namely mabarah istima', maharah kalam, mabarah giro'ah and
maharah kitabah, the existence of a curriculum in language learning cannot be forced if it
does not have elements of language skills, because, until now, the Arabic learning is still
faced with challenges and various problems (Busaidi, 2015; Ritonga et al., 2016; Badran,
2018). Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren can at least support an improvement in
understanding the &itab kuning, but this was inversely proportional to the response given by
students.

Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren has a positive side, especially in improving
the understanding of Indonesian culture for students because in language learning,
connectivity with culture is needed (Hua & Gao, 2021). On the other hand, listening skills
for students in pesantren do not receive support from the Arabic learning curriculum.
However, the language learning especially in the aspect of listening skills is the most
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important part (Richards, 2017), because learning a foreign language such as Arabic should
actually be able to develop the abilities of each student (Tarnopolsky et al., 2021).

The response of students to the existence of the non kitab kuning Arabic learning
curriculum also proves that the Arabic learning curriculum has not led to the achievement
of speaking skills, as well as reading and writing skills. This data means that the existence of
an Arabic learning curriculum has not accommodated the expected language learning
outcome. In line with these data, students are of the view that Arabic taught through the
curriculum is set to be accommodated in the &itab kuning curriculum. This is in line with a
study by Ritonga et al that students graduated from presantren are more dominant in the
grammatical aspects of Arabic (Ritonga, Widodo, et al., 2021). High knowledge of Arabic
grammar is based on the dominance of learning the £itab kuning in pesantren.

Data related to the perception of students towards the role of Arabic learning
curriculum can be described as in table 2 below:

Table 2. Perception of students on the role of Arabic learning curriculum

No Role of Curriculum Response

1 The non kitab Fkuning Arabic learning
curriculum plays a role in transmitting
Indonesian cultural values

Pertentage

M Agree
B Disagree}

2 New skills can be achieved through the
non  kitab  kuning  Arabic  learning

curticulum
W Agree

B Disagree |

3 Arabic learning curriculum plays a role in
motivating students to improve their
understanding of Islam

Pexcentage

4 Play a role in increasing understanding of
the materials contained in the kitab kuning
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5 Learning Arabic helps understanding the
Agidah Akhlak material contained in the
kitab kuning

Peroentage

® Agres W Disagree

o
=

6 Learning Arabic helps understanding the
figh material contained in the kitab kuning

D ELOELLADE

® Agres m Disagree

7  Learning arabic helps understanding the

material of Islamic Cultural History, Quran
Hadith in the &itab kuning

Peroeutage

® Aoree m Disagres

8  Arabic learning curriculum has a role in
aspects of the Arabic learning method

Percentage

36,41%

63,59%

9 The role of the Arabic learning curriculum
is to clarify the learning media used by the
teacher

Peroentage

® focres @ [isagree
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10 Play a role in increasing the use of Arabic
books

Students viewed the existence of an Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren plays a
role in transmitting Indonesian cultural values. Therefore, it is proven that the policy of
pesantren in setting Arabic as a curriculum is in line with the role of the curriculum to
contain cultural transmission (Lavrenteva & Orland-barak, 2015). However, students
viewed that the Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren has not led to the improvement of
new skills, in this case it can be interpreted that the Arabic learning curriculum does not
contain an evaluative role. Conceptually it is explained that the curriculum must contain a
role to build students to have sensitivity to the conditions and situations around them
(Nations, 2018; Chibiko Offorma, 20106).

Based on the response of students, the non k#tab kuning Arabic learning curriculum
did not have a significant role in motivating students to have an increased understanding of
Islam. Their view is based on the existence of the &itab kuning as a curriculum in pesantren
which is actually more dominant in terms of improving understanding of Islamic teachings.
Meanwhile, in substance, Arabic learning everywhere is basically in line with the desire to
understand Islamic teachings (Kong et al., 2020; Xuan et al., 2020). This view is also
supported by the opinion of experts confirming that Arabic has relevance to the Islamic
holy book (Salleh, 2007; Al-zubaidi, 2018; Akzam et al., 2021).

The ability of students in understanding the kzzab kuning should also improve with
the existence of an Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren, but in reality, the position of
the curriculum does not support the understanding of students on the kitab kuning. This
reality implies that the non itab kuning Arabic learning curriculum in pesantren does not
yet contain a creative role. Meanwhile, the experts agreed to emphasize that every
curriculum must have a creative role, namely the curriculum must develop something new
according to the needs of students in the future (Syomwene, 2020; Glatthorn et al., 2019).

The understanding of students towards various fields of study in pesanten also does
not get the impact of the Arabic learning curriculum. Based on the perception of students,
the kitab kuning curriculum set in pesantren is actually more dominant in improving the
understanding of study. Therefore, the non &itab kuning Arabic learning curriculum is in
low level and does not match the gradation in the material presentation.

CONCLUSIONS
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Based on the questionnaire filled out by students in pesantren: first, the perception
of students towards the curriculum objectives in the Arabic learning curriculum does not
yet include the expected Arabic learning objectives. Arabic in pesantren is simply taught
through the k#ab kuning found in various fields of study. Second, the Arabic learning
curriculum in Islamic boarding schools does not yet contain a good role in conservative,
creative and critical aspects because it is not as comprehensive as the &ztab kuning.

Based on the results, the researcher recommends the head of the pesantren who
has determined the Kitab funing curriculum and the Arabic learning curriculum to conduct a
review, because the content and language contained in the kitab kuning actually has
exceeded the content of the Arabic learning curriculum. The existence of an Arabic
learning curriculum often overlaps with the achievement of learning outcomes from the
kitab kuning as the main curriculum of pesantren. Based on the Minister of Religious Affairs
Regulation No. 183 of 2019, it is not necessary to add new curriculum but to set the
curricular and institutional goals of the k#ab kuning curriculum in accordance with the
targeted Arabic language proficiency standards.

REFERENCES

Akzam, I, Supriady, H., & Alfitri. (2021). Improve Arabic Language and Islamic Skills with
BISA System to Arab Village. Linguistics and Culture Review, 5(S1), 624—632.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.37028 /lingcure.v5nS1.1447

Al-zubaidi, K. O. (2018). The Main Characteristics of Arabic Borrowed Words in Bahasa
Melayu.  AWE]  for  Translation & Literary — Studies,  2(4), 232-2060.
https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.24093 /awejtls /vol2no4.18

Badran, L. (2018). The Shortcomings of Teaching Arabic Language Curriculum.
International Jonrnal For Research In Social Science And Humanities, 4(9), 1-9.

Basyari, A. M., Sujiarto, H., Sauri, R. S.; & Helmawati, H. (2021). Management of Islamic
Religious Sciences Curriculum Based On The Yellow Bible and Respected In
Islamic at The Muada Islamic Islamic Boarding School. Journal of Social Science, 2(5),
546-557. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.46799 /jss.v2i5.222

Busaidi, F. Al (2015). Arabic in Foreign Language Programmes : Difficulties and
Challenges.  Journal of Educational —and  Psychological ~ Studies, 9(4), 701-717.
https://doi.org/10.24200/jeps.voliss4pp701-717

Chibiko Offorma, G. (2016). Integrating components of culture in curriculum planning.
International Journal of Curriculum and Instruction, 8(1), 1-8.

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational Research Planning, Conducting and Evalnating Quantitative and
Qualitative Research (P. A. Smith, C. Robb, M. Buchholtz, J. Sabella, & K. Mason
(eds.); 4th ed.). University of Nebraska.

Dayagbil, F. T., Palompon, D. R., Garcia, L. L., & Olvido, M. M. J. (2021). Teaching and
Learning Continuity Amid and Beyond the Pandemic. Frontiers in Education, 6(July),
1-12. https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2021.678692

Falikul Isbah, M. (2020). Pesantren in the changing indonesian context: History and current
developments.  Qudus  International  Journal —of  Islamic ~ Studies, 8(1), 65-100.

Please cite this article as Author’s Noprio Rahma Putra
Tanwir Arabiyyah: Arabic as Foreign Language Journal, Vol. 2, No. 1, DOI: https://doi.org/10.31869 /afl.v2i1.3149



https://doi.org/10.31869/afl.v2i1.3149

Wil
72

Response of Students to Arabic Learning Curriculum in Pondok Pesantren - 4

https://doi.org/10.21043/QIJI1S.V8I1.5629

Glatthorn, A. A., Whitehead, B. M., Boschee, F., & Boschee, B. F. (2019). Curricutum
Leadership: Strategies for development and implementation (Tth ed.). SAGE Publications.

Hasan, A. A. (2020). Arabic Language Learning Curriculum Islamic Boarding School
System. Ta'lim Al-’Arabiyyah: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Arab & Kebahasaaraban, 4(2),
138-152. https://doi.org/10.15575/jpba.v4i2.9985

Hua, Z., & Gao, X. (Andy). (2021). Language, culture and curriculum: lived intercultural
experience of international students. Language, Culture and Curricnlum, 34(4), 458—
465. https://doi.org/10.1080/07908318.2020.1871003

Indonesia, K. A. R. (2019). Keputusan Menteri Agama Republik Indonesia Nomor 183 Tabun
2019 tentang Kurikulum Pendidikan Agama Islam pda Madrasah. Kementerian Agama
Republik Indonesia.

Kong, J., Shin, S.-H., Lee, H., & Kim, T. (2020). Arabic Language Teachers > Perceptions
of Learners > Motivation in South Korean Universities. Electronic Journal of Foreign
Language Teaching, 17(1), 243-257.
https://scholarworks.bwise.kt/cau/handle/2019.sw.cau/54082

Lavrenteva, E., & Orland-barak, I.. (2015). The treatment of culture in the foreign language
curriculum : an analysis of national curriculum documents. Journal of Curriculum

Studies. https:/ /doi.org/10.1080/00220272.2015.1056233

Masqon, D. (2011). Dynamic of Pondok Pesantren As Indegenous Islamic Education
Centre in Indonesia. EDUKASI: Jurnal Penelitian Pendidikan Agama Dan Keagamaan,
7(1), 155-168. https://doi.org/10.32729 /edukasi.v12i1.78

Mat Roni, S., Merga, M. K., & Mortis, J. E. (2020). Conducting Quantitative Research in
Education.  Conducting ~ Quantitative ~ Research — in  Education,  January.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-9132-3

Mohamed, S. (2021). The development of an Arabic curriculum framework based on a
compilation of salient features from CEFR level descriptors. Language 1earning

Journal, 0(0), 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1080/09571736.2021.1923781

Nations, U. (2018). Issues and trends in Education for Sustainable Development Issues and trends in
Edncation (J. H. A. Leicht & W. J. Byun (eds.)). United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization.

Nurcholis, A., Sirad, M. C., Harianto, B., & Hidayatullah, S. I. (2020). The Ontology of
Arabic Curriculum At Pesantren Attahdzib Jombang. Arabi : Journal of Arabic
Studies, 5(2), 153—-165. https:/ /doi.org/10.24865/ajas.v5i2.247

Nursyamsiyah, S. (2021). Routine of Study of the Yellow Book and Nahwu Shorof in
Improving Understanding of Arabic in the Raudlatul Ulum Patemon Islamic
Boarding School, Jember Regency. Proceeding of ICONIE 2021 LAIN Pekalongan,
243-255.
http://proceeding.iainpekalongan.ac.id/index.php/iconie/atticle /view /114

Richards, J. C. (2017). Curviculum development in language teaching. Cambridge University Press.

Ritonga, M., Lahmi, A., & Hakim, R. (2020). The existence of yellow books (Kitab kuning)
as the sources of islamic studies at islamic boarding schools within the industrial
revolution dialectics. International Journal of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, 24(8), 3516—



- 73 r Noprio Rahma Putra

3523. https://doi.org/10.37200/1JPR/ V2418 /PR280370

Ritonga, M., Nazir, A., & Wahyuni, S. (2016). Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab Berbasis
Teknologi Informasi dan Komunikasi. Arabiyat: Jurnal Pendidikan Babasa Arab Dan
Kebahasaaraban, 3(1), 1-12.
https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.15408 /a.v3i1.2879

Ritonga, M., Purnamasari, S., Budiarti, M., Lahmi, A., Nurdianto, T., & Zulfida, S. (2021).
The Management of Arabic Language and Yellow Book Curriculum Planning at
Islamic Boarding School in Respond to the Freedom to Learn Education System.
Journal of Management Information and Decision Sciences, 24(Special Issue 1), 1-10.
https://www.abacademies.org/abstract/the-management-of-arabic-language-and-
the-yellow-book-curriculum-planning-at-islamic-boarding-schools-in-respond-to-
the--11729.html

Ritonga, M., Widodo, H., Lahmi, A., Budiarti, M., Annova, F., & Zubaidah. (2021). Arabic
Learning Orientation in Ma’had and Islamic Boarding Schools, and its Relevance to
the Need for Human Resources with Language Skills in the Globalization Era.
International ~ Journal —of Early  Childhood — Special — Education, 13(2), 375-384.
https://doi.org/10.9756/int-jecse/v13i2.211074

Salleh, K. (2007). Arabic as a Language Between Qur’anic (Sacred) and Historical
Designations. Mi/lah, 1'1I(1), 109-123.

Syomwene, A. (2020). Curriculum Theory: Characteristics and Functions. Eurgpean Journal of
Education Studies, 7(1), 326-337. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3718433

Tajuddin, S., Kamal, M., & Zuryati, Z. (2019). Arabic Material Development Design for
Senior High School. Arabiyat: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Arab Dan Kebabasaaraban,
6(1), 93-107. https://doi.org/10.15408/2.v6i1.10949

Tarnopolsky, O., Kozhushko, S., & Kliuchnyk, R. (2021). Secondary language personality
and principled pragmatism in developing that personality in foreign language
education at tertiary linguistic schools Secondary language personality and
principled pragmatism in developing that personality in foreign languag. Cogent
Education, 8(1), 1-18. https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2021.1898736

Taubah, M. (2019). I'dadu Mawadi Ta’lim Al-Lughoh. Jumal Studi Arab, 10(2), 189-222.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.35891/sa.v10i2.1807

Xuan, D., Ismail, W. M., & Zailani, M. A. (2020). Non-native Arabic learners’ social media
usage and motivation influencing learning of Arabic language in Malaysian public
universities.  International ~ Journal — of  Language — Education, 4(2), 258-275.
https://doi.org/10.26858 /ijole.v4i2.13980

Please cite this article as Author’s Noprio Rahma Putra
Tanwir Arabiyyah: Arabic as Foreign Language Journal, Vol. 2, No. 1, DOI: https://doi.org/10.31869/afl.v2i1.3149


https://doi.org/10.31869/afl.v2i1.3149

