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ABSTRACT 

Indonesia is a multicultural country. In a multicultural 

society, tolerance is a crucial aspect of fostering harmony 

and peace, so students must have a strong understanding 

of its values. However, the data indicate that intolerant 

behavior among the public remains significantly high. 

Inter-ethnic, racial, and tribal conflicts continue to be 

prevalent, according to the data. Therefore, the best way 

to overcome this obstacle is by organizing learning that 

can stimulate students to understand the values of 

tolerance. This is because students are the next generation, 

the spearhead in fostering tolerance in a multicultural 

nation. Consequently, this research aims to apply the VCT 

(Value Clarification Technique) model to assess its impact 

on students' knowledge achievement related to tolerance 

values. This study involved 37 students from one 

elementary school in Singkawang City, Kalimantan, 

comprising 20 students in class A (experimental group) 

and 17 in class B (control group), using a quasi-

experimental research design. Data analysis was 

performed using the independent samples t-test. The 

research results indicate that the Sig. (2-tailed) value 

exceeds 0.05, so it can be understood that the VCT model 

influences students' acquisition of knowledge about 

tolerance values. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

To this day, conflict remains an issue that continues to capture attention, requires serious handling, and 

has not been fully resolved (Barth, 2021; Friend & Malhotra, 2019). On various occasions, conflict 

has always been difficult to avoid. This issue is inseparable from the highly diverse demographic 

context of Indonesia. The diversity that exists throughout the country indeed has a high potential to 

cause social conflict in society. Demographically, it is evident that the society is highly diverse in 

terms of race, ethnicity, religion, language, and culture (Anis et al., 2024; Sanjaya, 2022). 
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Since the reform, there have been 2,398 cases of violence and discrimination in Indonesia, 65% of 

which were due to religious background (Helmon & Rahardi, 2020; Umiarso & Asnawan, 2022), 

and the rest were related to ethnic, gender, and sexual violence (Bilven et al., 2022; Cole et al., 

2024). Not only that, but in subsequent developments, the conflict also entered the realm of education. 

It is recorded that at least 251 children aged 6-12 years were victims of violence in schools in 2023 

(Wismayanti et al., 2021). The findings have illustrated how acute the conflict is in the realm of 

education. Violence in the educational sphere can occur between students, between students and 

teachers, between teachers, and even between teachers and students' parents. This indicates that 

anyone has the potential to be both the perpetrator and the victim of conflictual actions occurring in 

schools. 

Violence in education not only causes physical and emotional problems for students but also 

negatively impacts their character, mental health, and academic performance (Duru & Balkis, 2018; 

Khan et al., 2025; Strøm et al., 2013).  As a result, education providers must be dedicated to 

fostering a child-friendly, safe, and tolerant learning environment.  This is done to make the 

educational environment safer and more conducive to quality learning.  Based on this, all education 

stakeholders must make violence prevention and management a top priority. 

The violence present in the educational environment must be addressed immediately. One way is by 

increasing students' understanding of tolerance values (Jatiningsih et al., 2024; Suryaningrat et al., 

2020). Meanwhile, in learning activities, the Value Clarification Technique (VCT) model is a learning 

model that can be used to increase students' knowledge about tolerance values (Lisievici & 

Andronie, 2016; Pramana et al., 2023). The explanation is that this learning model can guide 

students in gaining an understanding of multiculturalism, strengthening character, and increasing 

students' understanding of tolerance values (Anwar et al., 2023; Hatmono & Sutimin, 2025). 

In learning practice, VCT should be directed toward cultivating the value of tolerance within students. 

Our goal is to cultivate this value, which can foster mutual respect for differences by instilling relevant 

values, enabling students to act in accordance with existing norms (Sakti et al., 2024; Sitanggang, 

2025). Through VCT learning, students not only master cognitive but also affective aspects, so they 

can train their social and emotional intelligence. This mastery is critical considering the diverse social 

conditions both in schools and in society. This is critical considering the diverse social conditions both 

in schools and in society. History reveals that the emergence of horizontal conflict in Indonesia has 

actually used diversity as a justification. Cases of violence, such as in Sambas between the Madurese 

and Malay tribes (Azeharie et al., 2023); in Lampung between the Lampung and Balinese tribes 

(Eko & Putranto, 2021); and in Sampit between the Madurese and Dayak tribes (Susanto & 

Puryanto, 2022), are real evidence of the importance of instilling the value of tolerance in students. 

Tolerance should be a fundamental value that must be instilled in schools. The diversity that exists in 

Indonesia should be a valuable asset so that all its people can live in harmony and tolerance amidst 

differences. This idea is in accordance with the mandate of the third principle of Pancasila, which 

emphasizes the unity of Indonesia. Furthermore, the Youth Pledge event demonstrated the spirit of 

tolerance long before Indonesia's independence. Referring to these various factors, it is clear that the 

spirit of tolerance must remain on Indonesian soil. These efforts can be implemented starting at the 

elementary school level, prioritizing the VCT model. 

 

METHOD 

 

This study involved 37 students from one elementary school in Singkawang, Kalimantan, consisting of 

20 students in class A as the experimental group and 17 students in class B as the control group. In this 

case, the research sample was randomly selected from one of the elementary schools in Singkawang 

City, West Kalimantan, Indonesia. The research design used is quasi-experimental. The data collection 

instrument is a knowledge test related to understanding the values of tolerance. The learning outcomes 

obtained were then analyzed using the independent samples t-test. This test requires the prerequisites 
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of normality and homogeneity. If the data is not normally distributed, then non-parametric statistical 

analysis using the Mann-Whitney U test is used. All statistical tests were performed using the SPSS 

27.0 program, and the results of the analysis obtained were then described. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 

The data obtained in this study were statistically tested to determine the effect of the VCT model on 

students' acquisition of knowledge about tolerance values. However, before conducting the statistical 

test, normality and homogeneity tests were first performed as prerequisites for parametric statistics. 

The results of the normality test are shown in Table 1, while the results of the homogeneity test are 

shown in Table 2. 

 
Table 1. Normality Test Results 

Class Shapiro-Wilk Test Description 

Data Statistik Sig. 

Experimental class Pre-test & Post-test 0.934 0.184 Normally distributed 

Control class Pre-test & Post-test 0.930 0.222 Normally distributed 

 
Table 2. Homogeneity Test Results 

Class Shapiro-Wilk Test Description 

Data Sig. 

Experimental and control groups Pre-test & Post-test  0.133 Homogen  

 
Based on the statistical test results shown in Tables 1 and 2, it can be seen that the data obtained have 

met the prerequisites for performing an independent samples t-test. Table 3 displays the results of this 

test. 

Table 3. Independent Sample t-est Results 
 F Sig T Df Sig.(2-tailed) 

Tolerance 

Score Results 

Equal variances 

assumed 

2.370 0.133 2.123 35 0.041 

Equal variances not 

assumed 

  2.069 28.785 0.048 

 
Table 3 shows that the Sig. (2-tailed) value exceeds 0.05, so it can be concluded that Ho is rejected 

and Ha is accepted. The results of the analysis indicate that the VCT model influences students' 

tolerance values. These findings suggest that the VCT model has a positive impact on students' social 

tolerance values. This effect is because the VCT model contributes to boosting students' learning 

enthusiasm in the classroom. Additionally, VCT also contributes to increasing tolerance, peace-loving, 

and anti-discriminatory values among students. These values are important for students to possess, 

especially considering the diverse social conditions of Singkawang City's demographics (Chen, 

2022). This diversity is evident in the race, religion, ethnicity, language, and culture inherent in the 

students. 

The research results above further confirm that the VCT model contributes to increasing tolerance 

values in students. This aligns with previous research stating that the VCT model has been proven 

effective in increasing tolerance values within students (Bhernama, 2021; Ulpa & Mislan, 2025). The 

improvement can be reviewed through various aspects, including the content of the lesson material, 

the scores from tolerance attitude assessments, and mastery of material competencies. Not only that, 

VCT can also be applied in Pancasila Education learning and has been proven effective in increasing 

students' tolerance values (Pramana et al., 2023). Referring to this research, it is evident that the VCT 

model has been proven to play an active role in increasing tolerance values in students. 
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One of the important values to emphasize when using the VCT model is tolerance. The model, 

discovered by Louis Raths in the 1950s, was designed from the outset to help students determine 

values in depth (Suryani, 2010). In this context, students are trained to identify, select, analyze, decide, 

and take a stand on their desired values (Zakiyah & Rusdiana, 2014). As a nation, the value of 

tolerance is certainly considered important. History has recorded the extraordinary effects of the value 

of tolerance because it can unite the Indonesian people from various backgrounds, including religion, 

ethnicity, language, and so on. That great event is called the Youth Pledge, which was born on 

October 28, 1928. 

The spirit of the Youth Pledge must certainly be maintained and preserved forever. This is very 

reasonable because Indonesia is home to a wide variety of diversity. A country with a diverse 

composition is certainly vulnerable to conflict. Even a large and powerful country like Yugoslavia 

could be destroyed by a civil war, causing it to break into 7 new countries such as Slovenia, Croatia, 

North Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and Kosovo (Çınar, 2019). The 

division that occurred in Yugoslavia certainly should not happen in Indonesia, even though both 

countries have similar demographic characteristics. 

The spirit of tolerance must be incorporated into the world of education in Indonesia. The results of a 

survey conducted by the Laelah et al. (2023) reveal that 70.2% of high school students in Indonesia 

are tolerant, 24.2% are passively intolerant, 5% are actively intolerant, and the remaining 0.6% have 

been exposed to violent extremist ideologies. The data presented by the SETARA Institute explains 

the fact that intolerance has emerged in the midst of Indonesian youth's social life. Therefore, 

intolerance must be prevented immediately because otherwise, it can lead to division in society 

(Munawaroh & Kudus, 2023). This division can occur because socially, every individual is different 

from each other, and this condition can become a gap for the emergence of division in a diverse 

society. 

Whether consciously or not, the gap of division has begun to enter the realm of education. Martitah et 

al. (2024) reports that violence rates in Indonesia are still high. The data was taken from three sources: 

the online information system for the protection of women and children, which reached 1,993 cases in 

2024; the National Commission for Child Protection (Komnas PA), which recorded 3,547 cases 

throughout 2023; and the Indonesian Child Protection Commission (KPAI), which reported 2,355 

cases. Ironically, 861 cases occurred in educational institutions, including 487 of sexual violence, 236 

of physical and psychological violence, 87 bullying cases, 27 victims of inadequate educational 

facilities, and 24 victims of policy. The high rate of violence in the education sector is a sign that 

schools are no longer safe places for students. 

Observing the high rates of violence, the world of education must improve. The Republic of 

Indonesia's Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology (Kemendikbudristek, 2023) is 

responsible for these improvement efforts. They issued Kemendikbudristek Regulation Number 46 of 

2023, which is about stopping and dealing with violence in schools. The policy aims to safeguard all 

students in the school from various forms of violence. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, 

and Technology in Indonesia focuses on preventing and addressing violence through three domains: 

governance, education, and infrastructure. Considering these three aspects, one thing that can be done 

is to focus on the educational aspect by using the Value Clarification Technique (VCT) model as the 

basis for learning in the classroom. 

The use of the VCT model as a focus for learning aligns with three main theories. The first theory is 

the theory of value education, which originated from Raths et al. (1978).  Essentially, this theory is the 

core of the VCT model. Introducing the value of tolerance through the VCT model is not merely 

providing information from a conceptual perspective. The most important thing to teach elementary 

school students is to encourage them to participate directly in activities such as dialogue, discussion, 

and self-evaluation (Murad, 2014). The value of tolerance among students must be clarified through 

classroom learning activities. In class, students are encouraged to identify something that requires 

acceptance of differences, understand its impact, and thus build a positive commitment to actively 

participate in maintaining peace among themselves. 
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Second, the application of the VCT model aligns with Kohlberg's theory of moral development. From 

that theoretical perspective, elementary school students are already in the early conventional moral 

stage. At this stage, students have already learned three things: understanding rules, considering others' 

perspectives, and evaluating the rightness or wrongness of an action (Garrigan et al., 2018). In the 

context of social life in the classroom, students are already taught to live in harmony with diversity as 

a reflection of the value of tolerance (Ngangi et al., 2024). Integration in the classroom can be seen 

from (1) shared class duty, (2) sitting next to other students, (3) being able to communicate, socialize, 

and respect differences, (4) working on group assignments, and (5) being mindful of words, actions, 

and deeds so as not to offend others. Additionally, students can also be encouraged to observe and 

analyze the positive and negative impacts of diversity and to extract positive values from events in 

their local environment. 

Thirdly, we introduce James Banks' theory of multiculturalism. This theory focuses on teaching 

students to accept the social diversity present among them. Knowledge of tolerance is important to be 

presented in classrooms. The main goal is to foster respect, fairness, and empathy among students 

(Thijs et al., 2025). To realize these three aspects, the school must be a safe and comfortable place for 

the diverse social backgrounds within it. Therefore, students need to be taught to get used to 

negotiating in diversity. This negotiation is necessary not to argue about diversity, but to build a 

culture of open dialog so that tolerance, non-discrimination, and empathy can be fostered among 

students (Afifuddin et al., 2025). 

In principle, theories of value education, moral development, and multiculturalism are an integral part 

of this research. These three theories further strengthen the important role of the VCT model in 

instilling tolerance values in elementary school students. This research can serve as an initial 

barometer to see the effect of the VCT model in strengthening tolerance knowledge in elementary 

school students. Research on elementary school students can also be a good detector for continuously 

instilling tolerance values and appreciating differences (Hidayati & Minsih, 2023). These three 

values can be said to be the core values that must continue to be promoted amidst the diversity that 

exists in Indonesia. 

 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 

The learning model of Value Clarification Technique (VCT) impacts the students' knowledge values 

regarding the aspect of tolerance. This implies that the acquired knowledge contributes to the 

enhancement of students' tolerance values. These values are important for students to possess, 

especially considering the very diverse social conditions where students live, in terms of race, religion, 

ethnicity, language, and culture. The results of this study indicate that the implementation of the VCT 

model can provide beneficial information about choosing the right learning model to instill tolerance 

values in students. Teachers can utilize this model, particularly in schools that foster a multicultural 

social environment. 
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