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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

In the digital age, adolescents face challenges in maintaining

Keywords: .. . ..
Y religious values due to pervasive online influences. Madrasahs, as

Digital Era; institutions of Islamic education, are increasingly expected to uphold
Madrasah; these values. This study investigates public perceptions of the role of
Society Madrasah  Tsanawiyah (MTs) in preserving religious principles,
focusing on MTs Muslimin Citapen as a case study. A quantitative,
descriptive-correlational design was employed, involving 100

. , randomly selected respondents from the local community. Data were
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collected through a structured Likert-scale questionnaire and
Received 2025-01-24 analyzed using SPSS. Analytical methods included normality testing,
Revised 2025-05-03 Pearson correlation, and linear regression to explore the relationship
Accepted 2025-06-30 between madrasah roles and public perception. The analysis
revealed a strong positive correlation (r = 0.856) between the public’s
perception of the madrasah’s role and its effectiveness in preserving
religious values. Regression analysis showed that 84.1% of public
perception variance is explained by the functional role of the
madrasah. These findings emphasize the significant role of
madrasahs in maintaining religious values amid digital disruption.
The high correlation suggests strong community trust in the
institution’s moral and spiritual guidance. Madrasahs serve as vital
anchors of religious education in the digital era. However, the study’s
limited scope and sample size suggest the need for broader research
to enhance Islamic education’s digital integration across various
regions.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The digital era has brought significant changes in various aspects of life, including in the world of
Islamic education (Haleem, Javaid, Qadri, & Suman, 2022; Hamdani, 2023; Supriatna, Fachriyah, &
Nasir, 2023). Digital transformation, which is marked by the massive use of the internet, smartphones,
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social media, and various other digital platforms, has changed people's mindsets, lifestyles, and ways
of interacting, especially among the younger generation. APJII (Indonesian Internet Service Providers
Association) data in 2023 shows that 89% of Indonesian teenagers are active internet users with an
average of 7-8 hours of use per day. In the midst of this situation, religious educational institutions,
such as madrasas, are faced with a great challenge to remain relevant while being able to maintain
religious values that are the moral foundation of society (Anggiana & Gunawan, 2023; Kim, Lee, &
Kwak, 2020; Waycott, Jenny & Bennett, Sue & Kennedy, Gregor & Dalgarno, Barney & Gray, 2010).

Previous research by Rahman (2024) shows that 65% of the younger generation experiences a
dilemma between maintaining religious values and following digital trends. Meanwhile, Nursiah's
study (2024) revealed that there is a need to revitalize the integration of digital technology with Islamic
values. MTs Muslimin Citapen Cihampelas, West Bandung, consistently strives to instill Islamic values
in its students. However, in this era of rapid digitalization, questions arise about how the community
views the role of this madrasah in maintaining morality and religious values (Merma-Molina, Urrea-
Solano, Gonzalez-Villora, & Baena-Morales, 2023; Pérez Fontan et al., 2022; Suryadarma & Hagq, 2010).
The public's perception of madrassas is closely related to cultural and religious values that have been
embedded for a long time (Kholifah, Supriyadi, & Suwarjo, 2019; Mawarni, Milama, & Sholihat, 2021;
Nabilah & Jinan, 2024; Taufiqurrahman, 2019; Zamzami & Sarmini, 2024). The community views
madrassas as more than just educational institutions — they see them as moral bulwarks that are
expected to shape students' character and help them maintain their religious principles in the midst of
changing times.

Digital technology brings new learning opportunities, such as easy access to online knowledge
resources and learning materials (Aisida, 2021; Kumar et al., 2023; Pordelan & Hosseinian, 2022; Taadi,
Raharjo, & Deliana, 2019; Warner & Myers, 2010). However, digitalization also has a negative impact,
including exposure to content that is contrary to Islamic values and the potential for reduced face-to-
face interaction that has been a hallmark of religious education in madrasas. This raises concerns among
traditional societies about the impact of technology on the morality of the younger generation. People
who value faith-based education are often worried that digitalization can erode the noble values they
hold (Aini & Nugroho, 2023; Aprianti, Dayurni, Fajari, Pernanda, & Meilisa, 2022; Audrin & Audrin,
2022; Willis, Williamson, Chuu, & Dabney, 2022; Zhou, 2024).

Public perception plays an important role in determining how successful the madrasah is in
carrying out its mission. Positive perceptions can provide stronger moral and social support for these
educational institutions, while negative perceptions can hinder the implementation of digital-based
education programs. Therefore, a deep understanding of how the community views the role of MTs
Muslimin Citapen is essential, especially in developing effective strategies to integrate technology
without sacrificing the religious values that are at the core of madrasah education.

This research has a significant urgency to analyze how the community views the role of Madrasah
Tsanawiyah in facing the challenges of the digital era. This urgency can be explained through several
interrelated perspectives in the context of contemporary Islamic education. Thus, research on public
perception of the role of Madrasah Tsanawiyah is not only important as an evaluation instrument, but
also as an integral component in the development of Islamic education that is adaptive to the digital
era. This analysis is fundamental in ensuring that madrasas remain relevant as Islamic educational
institutions that are able to maintain religious values without overriding technological advances
(Mulasi & Saputra, 2019; T. M. H. Nasir, 2023; Sulistiyani, Wibawa, Krisnajaya, & Yuliani, 2019).

The digital era has significantly transformed religious education, particularly for Islamic institutions
like madrasahs, which serve as guardians of spiritual and moral values. The widespread adoption of
digital tools and platforms has introduced new opportunities for learning, such as easier access to
knowledge resources and interactive learning environments. However, it has also exposed students to
content that may conflict with Islamic principles, thereby raising concerns about the erosion of traditional
values. This duality underscores the relevance of examining how madrasahs navigate these challenges in
preserving religious values while staying relevant in a digitalized world.
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Madrasahs face distinct challenges in balancing the preservation of religious values and embracing
digital adaptation. One significant challenge is addressing the influence of extensive digital consumption
among adolescents, who spend an average of 7-8 hours daily online, as reported by APJII in 2023.
Exposure to inappropriate content and reduced face-to-face interaction have prompted concerns about
declining moral integrity. For instance, 65% of youth reportedly struggle to balance digital trends with
religious principles. These challenges compel madrasahs to integrate digital tools into their curricula
without compromising their foundational values.

Previous studies have explored the influence of digitalization on Islamic education, focusing on
curriculum integration and technological applications. However, limited attention has been given to
public perceptions of madrasahs' roles in this context. This study addresses this gap by investigating the
community's views on MTs Muslimin Citapen, a madrasah known for its consistent efforts to uphold
Islamic values amidst rapid digitalization. Located in West Bandung, this institution exemplifies the
balance between tradition and modernization, making it an ideal case study (Ambya, Erihadiana, Priatna,
& Nasir, 2025). By examining public perceptions, this research contributes to understanding how
madrasahs can effectively navigate digital challenges while maintaining their role as moral anchors in
society.

2. METHODS

This study uses a quantitative approach (Sugiyono, 2021), with a positivistic paradigm that focuses
on testing theories through numerical measurement of research variables. This study expanded the
sample size to at least 100 respondents, using stratified random sampling to ensure proportional
representation based on demographics such as age, gender, and roles (e.g., parents, alumni, community
leaders). The population was broadened to include stakeholders living outside the 5-kilometre radius
of MTs Muslimin Citapen to capture diverse perspectives. Randomization was achieved by dividing
the population into strata and selecting participants randomly from each group to enhance
representativeness.

The questionnaire was designed with sub-variables like educational programs, religious activities,
community interaction, and digital adaptation, measured on a 1-5 Likert scale. Reliability testing with
Cronbach’s alpha confirmed its consistency. Data analysis included linear correlation to measure
relationships and regression for causality. Ethical standards were upheld by obtaining informed
consent, maintaining anonymity, and securing ethics board approval. Digital adaptation was assessed
through the use of online learning tools, social media engagement, and participation in virtual religious
activities. This approach ensures a thorough understanding of public perceptions of madrasah roles in
the digital era.

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
3.1 Findings

The SPSS version 26 software was utilized to process the data from the findings of this
investigation. Among the following hypotheses are the Alternative Hypothesis (H1) and the Zero
Hypothesis (HO): As a test condition for inferential statistics, the normality test is used to determine
whether or not the data originates from a normally distributed population. In this instance, the
researcher conducted a normalcy test using Kolmogorov-Smirnov.

Table 1. Tests of Normality

Statistic Sig.

The Role of Madrasah 118 .200"

Public Perception 102 .200°
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The significance value for the role of madrasah and public perception in Kolmogorov-Smirnov
analysis is 0.200, according to the data in Table 1 above. The data was found to have a significant value
larger than 0.05, and Ho was approved based on the decision-making criteria, indicating that the data
is normally distributed.

Expected Normal

= = ] ] E3

Observed Value

Figure 1. Normal Q-Q Free Variable Plot

Expected Normal
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Figure 2. Normal Q-Q Plot Variable Bound

It is evident from the Normal Q-Q Plot of Madrasah Role and Community Perception diagram
that the data or points are on the diagonal line and dispersed around it, indicating that the data is
normally distributed. Additionally, the correlation values show a strong association as follows:

Table 2. Correlation Value Interpretation

The Coefficient Interval Category
0.00-0.19 Very Low
0.20-0.39 Low
0.04 - 0.59 Enough
0.60 -0.79 Strong
0.80 -1.00 Very Strong

The results of inferential statistics on correlation calculations using SPSS version 26 are as follows.

Table 3. Correlations

The Role of Madrasah Public Perception
The Role of Madrasah Pearson -
. 1 .856
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed) .000
Public Perception Pearso.n 856+ 1
Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed) .000

The significant value for the role of madrasah and community perception, as determined by the
data on the correlations display, is 0.000. According to the statistics, the significance value was less than
0.05, which means that it was rejected based on the decision-making criteria. This suggests that public
opinion significantly influences Madrasah Tsanawiyah's ability to uphold religious ideals in the digital
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age. In the meantime, the correlation coefficient, which falls between 0.80 and 1.00, is 0.856. According
to the interpretation rules, there is a very significant correlation between the independent variable and
the independent variable. It is also evident from the Correlations view that there is a considerable
correlation between the two variables because both the free and bound variables have a ** sign.

Table 4. Model Summary

Type R R Square Adj R Square Std. Error

1 .8562 .841 .836 .856

According to the data in the Model Summary display, the R Square value, also known as the
Determination coefficient, which indicates how well the regression model formed by the interaction
between the role of the madrasah and community perception was obtained, came out to be 0.841. This
means that the role of the madrasah influences community perception results by 84.1%, with other
factors influencing the remaining 15.9%.

Table 5. Coefficients

Type Unstandardized B Coef. Std. Error Sig.
(Constant) 31.647 2.635 .000
The Role of Madrasah .619 .031 .000

The regression equation model is Y = 31.647 + 0.619X, which is based on the data in the Coefficients
view that was derived using the constant coefficient and variable coefficient in the Unstandardized
Coefficients B column. With a regression coefficient of 0.619, it can be concluded that if the madrasah's
role is equal to zero, the community's perception is 31.647. This indicates that if the madrasah's function
grows by one unit, the community's perception will also increase by 0.619.

The findings indicate that madrasahs like MTs Muslimin Citapen play a pivotal role in preserving
religious values in the digital era, as evidenced by the strong correlation between public perception and
their educational programs. To strengthen this role, madrasahs can implement specific initiatives such
as integrating Islamic principles into digital platforms, creating interactive online classes, and
promoting social media campaigns that emphasize religious values. Community engagement
programs, such as workshops for parents and collaborative events with alumni, can also enhance public
perception and provide holistic support for students navigating digital challenges.

One limitation of this study is its relatively small sample size and regional scope, which may not
fully capture the diversity of public perceptions across different demographics or areas. Future research
should involve larger and more varied samples, including stakeholders from rural and urban contexts,
to validate and expand upon these findings. Exploring the experiences of madrasahs that have
successfully integrated digital tools without compromising religious values would also provide
practical insights into best practices for balancing tradition and modernization.

Digital tools currently utilized by madrasahs, such as e-learning platforms and virtual religious
discussions, can be further optimized by incorporating culturally relevant content and interactive
features. For example, digital storytelling or gamified religious learning experiences could appeal to
younger audiences while reinforcing moral teachings. Additionally, local cultural values and traditions
should be considered when designing programs, as these strongly influence public perceptions. By
addressing societal expectations, enhancing digital engagement, and fostering collaborative
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relationships, madrasahs can continue to serve as vital institutions that balance modernity and tradition
in religious education, both in Indonesia and globally.

3.2 Discussion

Perception can be conceptualized in two primary ways: as a direct response to external stimuli or
as a process of understanding mediated through the five senses (Situmorang, Fahriany, & Nahartini,
2022; Suyadi & Aisyah, 2021). Both perspectives underscore the significance of sensory input and
reception in forming perceptual experiences. Fundamentally, perception is a cognitive mechanism that
enables individuals to interpret and make sense of their environment. However, individual perceptions
are shaped by both internal and external factors (Kurniawan, Rachmawati, Ayu, Ong, & Redi, 2024).
Internal influences include cognition, emotions, motivation, and belief systems, while external
determinants encompass education, personal experiences, and environmental context.

These elements collectively influence how stimuli are received, interpreted, and understood.
Perception can be measured through three key indicators: response (the lasting impression left by
stimuli), opinion (idealistic or conceptual associations), and assessment (evaluations based on
prevailing social norms) (Rathnayake, Nguye, & Ahn, 2025). Within the context of this study,
perception refers to the collective responses, opinions, and assessments expressed by society toward
madrasahs. Here, "society" denotes a group of individuals who live, interact, and share common values,
culture, identity, and aspirations within a defined geographical area (Pandie, Lattu, Suwarto, &
Lukmono, 2024).

The development of madrasahs stems from the reform of Islamic education, aiming to modernize
the traditional pesantren system. These institutions were established to ensure that their graduates attain
educational standards comparable to those of public schools (Nadia, 2020). As such, madrasahs serve
as a bridge between classical Islamic education and contemporary educational methodologies. They
integrate religious principles with academic rigor, striving to cultivate devout and knowledgeable
individuals. Responding to societal demands, madrasahs have undergone substantial modernization
in areas such as professionalism, institutional management, infrastructure, and curriculum
development (Nasir et al., 2024). This evolution reflects a shift in focus —from solely spiritual objectives
(ukhrawi) to also addressing worldly aspirations (dunyawi).

Moreover, madrasahs play a transformative role in society by replacing outdated cultural norms
with values more aligned with contemporary life. They function as centers for the socialization and
internalization of religious values, contributing to the formation of character and spiritual integrity.
According to Khuzaini (2023), the religious values emphasized in madrasahs can be categorized into
five interrelated dimensions: (1) worship, which includes acts of devotion such as prayer and fasting;
(2) the spirit of jihad, interpreted as dedication and perseverance, particularly in education; (3) morality
and discipline, foundational to ethical behavior and punctuality; (4) exemplary behavior, modeled by
teachers as role models; and (5) trust and sincerity, reflecting integrity and pure intentions in all actions
(Setiyani, Liantoni, & Hatta, 2023; Supriatna et al., 2023). Collectively, these values establish a holistic
framework for education and community life, positioning the madrasah as an institution committed to
both spiritual enrichment and societal advancement (Suhendi, Khoiruddin, Ihsan, & Nasir, 2025).

4. CONCLUSION

This study highlights the vital role of madrasahs, like MTs Muslimin Citapen, in preserving
religious values in the digital era. The strong correlation between public perception and madrasah
programs underscores the community’s trust in these institutions. To enhance their impact, madrasahs
can integrate digital tools, such as interactive e-learning platforms and social media campaigns, while
maintaining their religious mission. Collaborating with the community to ensure culturally relevant
and engaging content can further strengthen their role. However, the study's small sample size and
regional focus indicate the need for future research with larger and more diverse populations. Further
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studies should explore how digital platforms affect religious education and compare perceptions in
other regions. As madrasahs continue to adapt to digital advancements, their ability to balance tradition
and modernity will be essential in shaping morally grounded and digitally savvy generations,
reinforcing their significance in today’s society.
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